
	  

Issues in teaching United States history 
his 3626 (Fall 2015) / Room: Belk Hall 242 / Tu & Th: 2pm-3:15pm 

Professor: Rwany Sibaja   
Dept. of History – 220 Anne Belk Hall 
Email address: sibajaro@appstate.edu       
Office phone: 828.262.8476 
Twitter: @rwanysibaja      

Course Website: 
In this course we will assess the tools, knowledge, and practical considerations necessary to succeed as a 
teacher of United States History. We will analyze national and state objectives (C3 framework, Common 
Core, and the NC Essential Standards), consider the differences in teaching U.S. History at different levels 
(middle vs. high school, AP, honors v regular, IB), and understand how educators construct summative and 
formative assessments. This course is geared towards students who want to become effective teachers and 
curriculum designers of a U.S. History-based course. 

Primary objective  
To empower pre-service teachers to design and implement a student-focused U.S. History course 

Specific objectives for this course 
1. Students should be able to … identify major questions and themes in U.S. History 
2. Students should be able to … explain how they will balance important questions & important themes 

with the realities of covering material, as well as addressing state and national standards 
3. Students should be able to … locate appropriate, relevant, and quality resources for instruction and 

student learning 
4. Students should be able to …develop a “toolbox” geared towards making U.S. History relevant and 

engaging to adolescent students  

Pedagogical goals & Practices 
This course aligns with the ASU Dept. of History’s goals and practices for 3000-level courses.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Office Hours 
Tuesdays & Thursdays  
• 9:30-10:30am, 3:30-4:30pm, 

or by appt. (please email 
ahead of time) 

• Identification, analysis, and use of primary 
and secondary sources 

• Written prospectus 
• Outline 
• Rough draft (and revisions) 
• Historical Narrative 
• Oral history 
• Chicago Manual style documentation 

• Historiographical essays 
• Annotated bibliography 
• Oral presentations 
• Reading and writing book reviews 
• Identification & comparison of multiple 

interpretations 
• Introduction to theory 
• Use of interdisciplinary methods 
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Policies, Requirements & Class etiquette 
1. Attendance: This course involves active participation both in class and online. It is vital to attend 

class, arrive on time, and participate. Now is the time to develop the professional habits that will 
serve you well as a history/social studies teacher. [Penalties start to take effect after 2 absences] 

• The University’s attendance policy (including its policy on religious observance) can be 
found at: academicaffairs.appstate.edu/syllabi 

2. Specific Needs: Appalachian State University is committed to making reasonable accommodations 
for individuals with documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you have a disability 
and may need reasonable accommodations in order to have equal access to the University’s courses, 
programs and activities, please contact the Office of Disability Services (828.262.3056 or 
http://ods.appstate.edu). Once registration is complete, individuals will meet with ODS staff to 
discuss eligibility and appropriate accommodations. 

3. Medical and Other Excuses: Every semester, an illness or a family emergency forces someone to 
miss an assignment. If you find yourself in this situation, fairness to all students in the class requires 
proper documentation. It would also be in your benefit to speak to the instructor as soon as possible 
in person, by phone, or by email. Without proper documentation, missed assignments will be marked 
as such – including class participation due to unexcused absences. 

4. Plagiarism and Cheating: By enrolling in this course, each student assumes the responsibilities of 
an active participant in ASU's scholarly community in which everyone's academic work and behavior 
are held to the highest standards of honesty. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and helping others to 
commit these acts are all forms of academic dishonesty…and they are wrong. Academic misconduct 
could result in disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited to, suspension or dismissal.  

• You can read the full .pdf document on ASU’s policy on plagiarism and cheating at 
http://academicintegrity.appstate.edu (click on “Academic Integrity Code”). 

• If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism in a history course, please 
arrange a time to talk to the instructor.  

• You can also read this excellent overview on plagiarism from Indiana University. 
(http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml)   

• If you believe academic misconduct is taking place, please notify the instructor ASAP. 
• For further definitions on what academic misconduct is and how to avoid it at all costs 

please read: http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/ 
5. Food, Drink, Tobacco: Drinks are permissible, but please be mindful of where you place your cups 

and keep other students in mind. Food and tobacco are prohibited (please take care of your food 
before class, or store it away for after class).  

6. Mutual Respect: Please value each other’s ideas and questions. (As a future middle or high school 
teacher, you will come to realize the importance of fostering a welcoming environment, one where 
students are free to share their thoughts.) 

Technology Policy 
Portable technology is an indispensible tool for teaching and learning history/social studies. Participants in 
this course are encouraged to bring a laptop and/or tablet to class when possible. We will work in various 
settings (individual, pairs, small groups) throughout the semester but with a focus on individual projects and 
assignments. Therefore, it will be more effective if each student brings his/her own computing device. 

Remember: computing devices are to be used for course work and the tasks at hand only. Your screen is visible 
to others; please do not let your screen become a distraction. (Rule of thumb: What if grandma looked at your 
screen, would she be proud?) 

*Also, please silence mobile computing alerts and ringers before class begins* 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Structure of the course / Assignments 
The first aspect of this course you should be aware of is that it is not  lecture-based. The role of the instructor 
is to help students reach their goals, meet the objectives of the class, foster a collaborative learning climate, 
and serve as a guide when necessary. Therefore, develop a consistent, effective, and personal way of taking 
notes in class. Presentations by the instructor will only take place when they are necessary in order to move 
group discussions forward.  

Instead, weekly reading assignments and blog postings will be the focus of your time. This approach allows us 
to engage with each other online. You will then be able to share your understanding of the readings as we 
“de-brief” in class. Thus, reading ahead of time is essential for constructive conversations that take place in 
class and online. For a primer on reading like a historian, see “How to Read a Book in One Hour” by Larry 
Cebula (Week One reading assignment).  

** Remember: When it comes to online or in-class participation the goal is not to speak more (quantity); rather, 
the goal is to provide substantive comments (quality). In other words, engage in meaningful discussions. ** 

1. Blog / Zotero Curator: Over a 12-week period, students will complete one of the following tasks related 
to their weekly readings: A) blog their thoughts, and provide reactions, to the weekly reading selections and 
their relevance to the topic of the week; or, B) provide a concise review of the weekly readings in the “Notes” 
tab for each item in the Zotero group library “IssuesTeachingUSHistory_AppState”  

• Blog: Consideration will be given to those who marry their initial reactions to larger, more thoughtful, 
considerations about US History and the teaching of US History. When possible, students are 
encouraged to go beyond the readings by signaling out interesting “finds”: useful websites, other 
interesting articles, replying to other people’s blog posts, or even using Twitter to promote a good 
blog post from a classmate.  

o Responding to at least TWO classmates’ blog posts is a requirement of the semester-long 
blog assignment. 

o Please remember: The best bloggers are those who have something to say, not those who 
simply want to fill up space on their sites. In other words: quality over quantity. 

o Note: Life happens. Not every week is easy to handle. As such, there are 11 weeks of 
blogging, but  you only have to participate in 8 weeks. This means you have 3 weeks you can 
take off without penalty. Please notify the instructor when you plan to take a week off.  

§ Final week of Blogging: Week 13 (last posts for evaluation due by Sunday Nov 
8th, 11:59pm) 
 

• Zotero Curation: If you select this second route, you will participate in the creation, organization, and 
maintenance of a Zotero group library. Beyond providing concise reviews for the weekly readings, 
you will also contribute ONE new entry each week. This new item (article, book, book chapter, tool, 
website, newspaper item, etc.) will expand upon the topic at hand in interesting ways. But instead of 
providing a review of this new entry, you will briefly explain why you added it to the collection.  

 

 
 

• Blog posts each week are due by Sunday at 11:59pm. Peer comments (min. 2) are due by 
Monday at 11:59pm. 	  

• Please observe respectful etiquette online and stay focused on the topic of the week.	  
• Each week’s posts will be worth up to 3pts (total of 24 pts. for 8 weeks of blogging)	  

• Zotero reviews are due by Sunday at 11:59pm. New entries are due by Monday at 11:59pm. 	  
• Each week’s reviews and entries will be worth up to 3pts (total of 24 pts. for 8 weeks of work 

– see Note above on “Life happens.”)	  
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2. Secondary Assignment: Students will assess the film The Conspirator as a teaching resource and analyze the 
film’s corresponding teaching materials. This assignment includes a required screening of the film (with a 
potential guest speaker). Although an essay paper is the default requirement, other options include an 
interactive blog post, a vodcast, or a DST project, among others (i.e. flexibility exists). 

• Due date: by Tuesday Oct 13th (start of class) 

3. End-of-course Curriculum Portfolio & Presentations 
Curr i cu lum Por t fo l io  
Students will develop a curriculum portfolio that includes the following: a year-long curriculum map, unit 
plan, lesson plans, teaching notes, and formative and summative assessments. Final assignments will be 
submitted online and on paper (in a professional portfolio). Students will submit their best work for class 
comments & suggestions, revise, and resubmit for final evaluation. 

• Due dates will vary according to assignment. 
 
Presentation should include:  

Ø 7-8 minute teaching demo 
Ø 3 minute personal assessment of your work 
Ø 2-3 minute class feedback 
Ø Physical portfolio with printed versions of materials (bound, clear plastic sleeves). Similar to what 

you would take on a job interview. 
o Presentation dates:  Nov 17, 19, and 24; Dec 1 and 3. 

4. Final exam paper: Students are expected to develop a personal philosophy of education, with an 
additional essay detailing the ways in which this course altered their perceptions – and expectations – of being 
a secondary school history teacher. Students must use a wide variety of sources from the course readings, 
with a few sources from their own research. 

• Final Exam Day: Monday DEC 7th (paper copy to be turned into my office before 5:30pm this 
day; digital copy emailed to me on this day as well before 5:30pm) 

Grading Summary  

• Participation = 10 pts. 
o Includes: attendance, meaningful participation in class discussions, and quality contributions 

to class and group projects. Attendance is crucial…but it is not enough to get 9 or 10 pts. 
• Weekly blogging/ Zotero assignment = 24 pts. 
• Secondary Assignment = 10 pts. 
• Curriculum Portfolio = 36 pts. 

o U.S. History curriculum map = 7 pts. 
o Unit plan =7 pts. 
o Lesson Plans =9 pts. 
o Teaching notes =8 pts. 
o Formative and summative assessment =5pts. 

• Presentation & guided discussion of curriculum portfolio project = 10 pts. 
• Final exam paper = 10 pts. 

Tota l=100 pts .  (A+ 100-97/ A 96-93 / A- 92-90 // B+ 89-87 / B 86-83 / B- 82-80 // C+ 79-77 / C 76-73 
/ 72-70 // D+ 69-67 / D 66-63 / D- 62-60 // F = 59 or lower) 

** Due dates are the last day to turn in work without penalty – please keep this in mind ** 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Course Textbooks (CT) To RENT  

1. Henretta, J., Hinderaker, E., Edwards, R., and Self, R. America’s History for the AP Course. New York: 
Bedfrod St. Martin’s, 2014. ISBN-13: 978-1457628931 

Course Textbooks (CT) To Purchase  

2. Wineburg, S., Martin, D., and Monte-Sano, C. Reading Like a Historian: Teaching Literacy in Middle & High 
School History Classrooms. Second Edition. New York: Teacher’s College Press, 2013. ISBN-13: 978-
0807754030 

3. Gerwin, D. and Zevin, J. Teaching U.S. History as a Mystery. Second Edition. New York: Routledge, 2011. 
ISBN-13: 978-0415992275 

Course Textbook (CT) freely available online 

4. American Yawp, a crowd-sourced American History “textbook,” is available online at: 
http://www.americanyawp.com/  
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Schedule of Topics and Readings 
(Note: this syllabus is a living document and is subject to change throughout the semester) 

PART I: GETTING TO KNOW HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS 

Week One (Aug 18 & 20): Course Introduction, Expectations, and an Introduction to Zotero 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Aug 18: Course Syllabus. 

 
• Aug 20: Explore the Zotero website, and become familiar with its history, design, and purpose 

via the Zotero Wikipedia entry. 
 

Week Two (Aug 25 & 27): American History Standards: the Common Core, C3 Framework, and NC ES 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Aug 25: North Carolina Social Studies Preamble. 
• Aug 25: Social Studies Essential Standards: Meeting the Needs of Students in the 21st Century 

(scroll down to “Social Studies”). 
 

• Aug 27: (Audio clip) NPR segment entitled “North Carolina Rethinks the Common Core.” 
o Transcript of this segment here. 

• Aug 27: The C3 framework for Social Studies State Standards, “How to Read the C3 
Framework” and “The Inquiry Arc of the C3 Framework,” pgs. 12-15 and 16-21. 

 

Week Three (Sep 1 & 3): Cognitive Levels and How They Inform the Creation of Essential Standards & State 
Assessments  
 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Sep 1: Bloom’s – Marzano’s Hybrid Taxonomy on Cognitive Skills (previously used by NCDPI).  
• Sep 1: NC DPI page on Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy and a chart of verbs (you can also read a 

summary of the revised cognitive domains here). 
• Sep 1: Sam Wineburg and Jack Schneider, “Inverting Bloom’s Taxonomy.”  

 
• Sep 3: Read the released questions for the 2014 NC Final Exam in American History I or American 

History II. 
 

PART II: MAPPING THE CURRICULUM 

Week Four (Sep 8 & 10): Curriculum Design and Mapping 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Sep 8: Richard Stiggins, Judith Arter, Jan Chappuis, and Stephen Chappuis, Classroom Assessment 

for Student Learning (Princeton, NJ: ETS, 2006), Chapter 3, pgs., 76-83. (scanned) 
• Sep 8: Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, Improve Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction Using the 

Understanding by Design Framework, “Introduction: What is the UbD Framework?” (ASCD 
Professional Learning Services, 2014). 
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• Sep 10: Aaron Brower, Mo Noonan Bischof, and Erica Halverson, “Backward Design for 
Curricular and Course (Re) Design,” from Educational Innovation (Univ. Wisconsin-Madison) 

  

Week Five (Sep 15 & 17): Unit Planning 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Sep 15: The C3 framework for Social Studies State Standards, “Developing Questions & 

Planning Inquiries” and “Geography / History,” pgs. 23-30 and 40-49. 
• Sep 15: Watch the video “What is Historical Thinking?” on the main page of Teachinghistory.com. 

 
• Sep 17: Read the NC Essential Standards for: group A -American History I, Group B –American 

History II, and Group C – Grade Eight.  
o Note: Groups will be assigned in class. 

  

Week Six (Sep 22 & 24): Lesson Planning & Formative vs. Summative Assessments 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Sep 22: The C3 framework for Social Studies State Standards, “Evaluating Sources & Using 

Evidence,” pgs. 52-57. 
• Sep 22: Richard Stiggins, Judith Arter, Jan Chappuis, and Stephen Chappuis, Classroom Assessment 

for Student Learning (Princeton, NJ: ETS, 2006), Chapter 2, pgs., 29-32, 36-46. (scanned) 
 

• Sep 24: “’What is an Inquiry Lesson?’” in Teachinghistory.org. 
 

PART III: Balancing coverage with “doing” history: Varying APPROACHES  

Week Seven (Sep 29 & Oct 1):  Coverage vs. Deep Understanding / Teaching History as Mystery  

Readings to discuss this week 
• Sep 29: VanSledright, Bruce, The Challenge of Rethinking History Education, Chps. 1-2, select pages   

on the Bob Brinton-Nancy Todd approaches to teaching U.S. History in a high school 
classroom: who fits, and doesn’t fit, in the American Exceptionalism narrative. (scanned) 

 
• Oct 1: (CT) Gerwin, David and Jack Zevin, Teaching U.S. History as Mystery, Chp. 1 - pp. 1-15 

(just the top half). 
 

Week Eight (Oct 6 & 8): Teaching History as Mystery: Minor + Medium Mysteries 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Oct 6: (CT) Gerwin and Zevin, Teaching U.S. History as Mystery, Chp. 2 - pp. 27-38 … AND … 

Chp. 3 - pp. 39-60 (if pressed for time, focus on pp. 39-49 and bottom half of pg. 58 to pg. 60). 
 

• Oct 8: (CT) Teaching History as Mystery - Will vary according to group (Mound Builders, Women 
in the Old West, Jefferson and Hennings (2), Slavery in the Chesapeake). 

o Note: Groups will be assigned in class. 
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Week Nine (Oct 13 & 15*): The Conspirator: Hollywood as a Teaching Tool? 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Oct 13: Anthony Lane, “The Casualties of War” in The New Yorker (April 18, 2011)… OR … 

Read the transcript/listen to the audio clip, of NPR’s review of the film.  
• Oct 13: James Grossman, “Historians and The Conspirator: Using Film to Ask Big Questions” in 

AHA Today (April 13, 2011). 
 

• Oct 15: None 
  

Week Ten (Oct 20 & 22): Teaching Literacy through Inquiry / Understanding History / Globalizing the 
Curriculum 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Oct 20: (CT) Wineburg, Martin, and Monte-Sano, Teaching Literacy in Middle & High School History 

Classrooms, Introduction, pp. ix-xii. 
• Oct 20: (CT) Wineburg, Martin, and Monte-Sano, Teaching Literacy in Middle & High School History 

Classrooms – Selected Readings (will vary according to groups: Pocahontas & John Smith, the 
battle of Lexington, Lincoln and race, electricity and women’s work, Rosa Park and the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott). 

o Note: Groups will be assigned in class. 
 

• Oct 22: The C3 framework for Social Studies State Standards, “Disciplinary Inquiry Matrix,” pgs. 
66-68. 

• Oct 22: Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, “Helping Teachers Understand ‘Understanding’,” 
ASCD (Winter 1999), 1 and 6. 

• Oct 22: View historian Peter Stearns’ comments on the danger of making US History 
exceptional, and unique, to events in global history. (8 min.) 

  

PART IV: TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

Week Eleven (Oct 27 & 29): Textbooks: What Are They Good For? (Absolutely Nothing?) / Digital Sources 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Oct 27: James Loewen, Teaching What Really Happened: How to Avoid the Tyranny of Textbooks and Get 

Students Excited About Doing History, Introduction. (scanned) 
• Oct 27: (Audio clip) NPR segment on the Texas state-approved textbooks for U.S. History 

o A transcript of the audio segment can be found here.  
• Oct 27: “Learning from History and Social Studies Textbooks” at Teachinghistory.org.  

 
• Oct 29: “Compiling an Open History Textbook: An Interview with American Yawp Editors 

Joseph Locke and Ben Wright,” in AHA Today.  
• Oct 29: Examine American Yawp. 

 

Week Twelve (Nov 3 & 5): Digital Literacy: Finding High-Quality Resources Online  

Readings to discuss this week 
• Nov 3: Watch the video “Digital Classroom” on the main page of Teachinghistory.com 
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• Nov 3: Browse the 8 (!) pages of “Tech for Teachers” at Teachinghistory.org. Read one entry under 
“Tech for Teachers” and be prepared to share its value in class. 
 

• Nov 5: John Lee, “Pre-Service Social Studies Teachers’ Reckoning with Historical Interpretations 
and Controversy Arising from the Use of Digital Historical Resources” in Journal of the Association 
for History and Computing 4, no. 2 (August 2001). 

• Nov 5: Explore Middle and High School sections at Teachinghistory.org. 
 

Week Thirteen (Nov 10 & 12): Professional Organizations & Development / Building a Professional Portfolio 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Nov 10: John Pyne, “Are You Thinking of a Career in Secondary Schools? A Supervisor’s 

Perspective on Which Candidate to Hire” at the American Historical Association website.  
 

• Nov 12: None 
  

PART V: Projects, Presentations, and Wrap-up 

Week Fourteen (Nov 17 & 19): Final Presentations Begin 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Nov 17: None 

 
• Nov 19: None 

 

Week Fifteen (Nov 24): Final Presentations Continue 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Nov 24: None 

······· Thanksgiving Break (Nov 25-29) ······· 

Week Sixteen (Dec 1 & 3): Final Presentations Conclude / Wrap-up 

Readings to discuss this week 
• Dec 1: None 

 

Final Exam Schedule: Reading day is on Dec 4; Exam on Dec 7 (3:00-5:30 PM). This is the last day to 
turn in the final exam essays, which are emailed to the instructor at sibajaro@appstate.edu, with a paper copy 
delivered in person to Prof. Sibaja’s office on Dec 7 before 5:30pm.  


